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1
FUEL FEEDING SYSTEM AND METHOD OF
OPERATING A FUEL FEEDING SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a 371 National Phase of International
Application Number PCT/F12010/051090 filed on Dec. 27,
2010, and published in English on Jul. 5, 2012 as Interna-
tional Publication Number WO 2012/089891 Al, the entire
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to fuel feeding system for storing
liquefied gas and feeding gaseous fuel to be used in a piston
engine, which fuel feeding system comprises at least two
cryogenic fuel tank arrangements comprising a first tank
arrangement and a second tank arrangement in connection
with each other, and which fuel feeding system comprises a
gaseous fuel feed line connected at its first end to at least one
piston engine, in which system the first tank arrangement is
provided with a pressure build-up system comprising an first
heat exchanger unit the inlet of which is connected to a
bottom section of the first tank arrangement the outlet of
which is connectable to the top section of the first tank
arrangement.

The invention relates also to method of operating a fuel
feeding system, in which method fuel is stored in at least two
cryogenic fuel tank arrangements comprising a first tank
arrangement and a second tank arrangement arranged in con-
nection with each other, and in which method fuel is fed in
gaseous form through a gaseous fuel feed line to at least one
piston engine, and the pressure in the first tank arrangement is
maintained with a pressure build-up system comprising a first
heat exchanger unit the inlet of which is connected to a
bottom section of the first tank arrangement and the outlet of
which is connected to the top section of the first tank arrange-
ment.

BACKGROUND ART

Gas is becoming a more and more attractive fuel for ships’
and other marine vessels’ prime movers and auxiliary
engines. Particularly but not exclusively natural gas (NG) is
feasible due to its availability. Natural gas is a gaseous mix-
ture in the ambient circumstances consisting primarily of
methane and small amounts of ethane, propane, butane and
nitrogen. It has a high hydrogen content relative to coal, so
when combusted it provides inter alia low amount of emis-
sions, very clean burning process and it is basically free of
contaminants. Particularly in cruise vessels, ferries and so
called ropax vessels, where passengers are on board, the
absence of soot emissions and visible smoke in the exhaust
gases of the ship’s engines is a very important feature facili-
tated by using NG as fuel for the engines but also for vessels
carrying goods and bulk materials. Usually natural gas is
stored as liquefied natural gas (LNG) at temperature of about
-162°C.

EP0069717 B1 discloses a method of utilising compressed
boil-off gas from cryogenic liquids as fuel in a dual gas/oil
burning diesel engine on board a vessel. In the method the
compressed boil-off gas is introduced into the combustion
chamber of the engine during combustion by high pressure
injection which is controlled in accordance with the combus-
tion pressure, desired revolutions per minute and output
power. The system comprises a gas compressor whose suc-
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tion side is connected to the storage tank containing the cryo-
genic liquid, and a buffer storage tank between the storage
tank engine, which buffer storage tank receives compressed
gas from the compressor. Thus the solution of EP0069717 B1
allows only the gas in gaseous phase in the storage tank to be
utilized as fuel for the engine.

WO 2008000898 discloses fuel system for a gas-driven
piston engine in a marine vessel, in which gas is stored in at
least one fuel storage tank in the marine vessel as liquefied
gas, and which fuel system further comprises a separate fuel
feed tank in connection with the fuel storage tank. The fuel
feed tank is a heat insulated pressure vessel in which the gas
is stored in liquid phase and at elevated pressure. The gas is
also in liquid phase in the fuel storage tank, in which prevails
only hydrostatic pressure caused by the liquid gas. The pub-
lication shows also a heat exchanger arranged in a fuel feed
line which connects the fuel feed tank to the gas driven piston
engine, by means of which the liquefied gas may be evapo-
rated prior to feeding to the piston engines. Since the pressure
in the fuel storage tank is only hydrostatic pressure caused by
the liquid gas there is a need for dedicated compressors to
prevent excessive pressure build-up in the storage tanks by
transferring the gas to the fuel feed tank at higher pressure.
Due to the coupling of the storage tank and the feed tank, WO
2008000898 has a shortcoming particularly in the flexibility
of utilizing the gas as fuel for the engine.

Although the fuel system shown in WO 2008000898 may
be advantageous as such, there has recently come out
demands to further develop such a fuel system. It is an object
of the invention to provide a fuel feeding system for storing
liquefied gas and feeding gaseous fuel to be used in a piston
engine, which provides more flexible utilization of the gas as
fuel for a gas-operated piston engine.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

Objects of the invention are met substantially as is dis-
closed in claims 1 and 8. The other claims present more
details of different embodiments of the invention.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention the
fuel feeding system for storing liquefied gas and feeding
gaseous fuel to be used in a piston engine, which fuel feeding
system comprises at least two cryogenic fuel tank arrange-
ments comprising a first tank arrangement and a second tank
arrangement in connection with each other, and which fuel
feeding system comprises a gaseous fuel feed line connected
atits firstend to at least one piston engine, in which system the
first tank arrangement is provided with a pressure build-up
system comprising a first heat exchanger unit the inlet of
which is connected to a bottom section of the first tank
arrangement the outlet of which is connectable to the top
section of the first tank arrangement. In the system the first
tank arrangement and the second tank arrangement are both
pressure vessels, and the first tank arrangement is selectively
connectable to the fuel feed line by a gas line extending from
an outlet in the top section of the first tank arrangement to the
fuel feed line.

The tanks are also connected by a liquid NG line from the
bottom of the second tank to the bottom of the first tanks
through a cryogenic pump or pumps and the relevant by-
passes.

In this connection the pressure vessel means a tank
arrangement the design pressure of which is greater than the
hydrostatic pressure of liquid NG in the tank arrangement.

The second tank arrangement is also selectively connect-
able from an outlet in the top section of the second tank
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arrangement to the fuel feed line. This provides a possibility
to feed gas directly from the second tank arrangement to the
fuel feed line.

The first tank arrangement and the second tank arrange-
ment are both pressure vessels and the first tank arrangement
and the second tank arrangement are arranged to withhold at
least the required gas feed pressure of the piston engine. This
way both of the tank arrangements may feed gaseous fuel
substantially directly to the engines or the other gas users like
gas burner boilers.

According to an embodiment of the invention the required
gas feed pressure of the piston engine is arranged to build up
solely by means of natural and/or forced evaporation of the
liquefied gas.

According to an embodiment of the invention the fuel feed
line is connectable to the top section of the first tank arrange-
ment, and a second heat exchanger unit is adapted for heating
the gas prior to feeding it to the piston engine.

According to another embodiment of the invention the fuel
feed line is connectable to the bottom section of the first tank
arrangement, and a second heat exchanger unit is adapted for
evaporating and heating the gas prior to feeding it to the piston
engine.

Advantageously the gaseous fuel feed line connected at its
first end to at least one piston engine is at its second end
connectable with the top section of the first tank arrangement,
and with the top section of the second tank arrangement and
with the outlet of the first heat exchanger unit.

Preferably the second tank arrangement is connectable
from an outlet in the bottom section of the second tank
arrangement to the first tank arrangement.

According to an embodiment of the invention in the
method of operating a fuel feeding system fuel is stored in at
least two cryogenic fuel tank arrangements comprising a first
tank arrangement and a second tank arrangement arranged in
connection with each other, and in which method fuel is fed in
gaseous form through a gaseous fuel feed line to at least one
piston engine and the pressure in the first tank arrangement is
maintained with a pressure build-up system comprising a first
heat exchanger unit the inlet of which is connected to a
bottom section of the first tank arrangement and the outlet of
which is connected to the top section of the first tank arrange-
ment. The fuel feeding system according to an embodiment of
the invention is operated so that a required gas feed pressure
of'the piston engine is maintained in the second tank arrange-
ment and in the case of the demand of the gas flow rate
increases above the supply gas flow rate of the second tank
arrangement the pressure build-up system in the first tank
arrangement is operated so that the gas flow rate required to
meet the demand of the gas flow rate is generated in the first
tank arrangement. Additionally, in the case of the demand of
the gas flow rate increases above the supply gas flow rate of
the second tank arrangement the transfer pump or pumps are
used for transferring the liquid NG to the first tank arrange-
ment.

Gas is preferably heated prior to feeding it to the piston
engine.

Liquefied gas is conveyed from the second tank arrange-
ment to the first tank arrangement at least in the amount to
meet at least the gas flow rate generated in the first tank
arrangement.

The required gas feed pressure of the piston engine is build
up solely by means of natural and/or forced evaporation of the
liquefied gas.

The fuel feeding system and the method of feeding fuel
according to the invention may be advantageously adapted in
connection with piston engines arranged to power a marine
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vessel, particularly such marine vessel which carries passen-
gers and possibly also vessels carrying merchant cargo.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

In the following the invention will be described with ref-
erence to the accompanying schematic drawing, in which

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of the fuel feeding system
according to the invention.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 describes an embodiment of the fuel feeding system
10 according to the invention. The fuel feeding system is
adapted for storing gas as liquefied gas and for feeding gas-
eous gas as a fuel into at least one piston engine 12. In the fuel
feeding system 10 there is provided at least two cryogenic
fuel tank arrangements 14.1, 14.2, a first tank arrangement
14.1 and a second tank arrangement in 14.2. As shown in FIG.
1 there may be several second tank arrangements 14.2' paral-
lel coupled with each other. In FIG. 1 there is very schemati-
cally shown a marine vessel 1, which is a cruise vessel as an
example. For safety reasons either or both of the first and the
second tank arrangements may be provided with double walls
(not shown.)

The gas in the first tank arrangement and the second tank
arrangement is stored at a temperature of —162° C. described
as cryogenic conditions. Typically the gas fills the tank so that
apartofthe gas is as liquefied gas and part as gaseous gas. The
tank arrangement comprises insulation (not shown) to pre-
vent excessive warming up of the LNG in the tank arrange-
ment.

The first and the second tank arrangements 14.1,14.2 are in
connection with each other so, that at least liquefied gas may
be transferred from the second tank arrangement 14.2 to the
firsttank arrangement 14.1. Thus, the system is provided with
a liquefied gas feed line 18 which is connected to an outlet
18.1 arranged to bottom section of the second tank arrange-
ment 14.2. Liquefied gas may be taken into the liquefied gas
feed line 18 and fed further to the first tank arrangement 14.1.
Liquefied gas is conveyed from the second tank arrangement
to the first tank arrangement at least with an amount of to meet
at least the gas flow rate generated in the first tank arrange-
ment 14.1. This way the surface level in the first tank arrange-
ment 14.1 is maintained within a predetermined range by
transporting liquefied gas from the second tank arrangement
14.2 to the first tank arrangement 14.1.

The liquefied gas feed line 18 is connected to the first tank
arrangement 14.1 so that liquefied gas may be selectively
brought into to bottom section of the tank arrangement 14.1 or
into an ullage space of first tank arrangement 14.1 via a
spraying device 38 arranged into the upper part of the first
tank arrangement 14.1. This provides means for controlling
pressure in the first tank arrangement 14.1 by controlling the
amount of liquefied gas sprayed into the ullage space. Spray-
ing the liquefied gas into the ullage space causes the gas to
cool down which decreases the pressure in the tank.

The liquefied gas feed line 18 is provided with cryogenic
pump or pumps 18.2 by means of which the pressure rise of
the liquefied gas may be accomplished in order to bring about
the transfer of the liquefied gas from the second tank arrange-
ment 14.2 to the pressure prevailing or maintained in the first
tank arrangement 14.1. The pumps 18.2 are preferably
located outside the second tank arrangement 14.2, but sub-
merged pumps inside the tank are also possible if top connec-
tions are used. There is also a bypass line 18.3 arranged to
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by-pass the pump or the pumps 18.2 for operating the system
s0, that the pressure prevailing in the second tank arrange-
ment 14.2 of the liquefied gas is used to bring about the
transfer of the liquefied gas from the second tank arrangement
14.2 to the first tank arrangement 14.1. This feature may be
used as primary or as back-up means according to the situa-
tion.

The pressure in the second tank arrangement 14.2 is con-
trolled so that the pressure in the second tank arrangement
14.2 is preferably at least 0.5 bar higher than in the first tank
arrangement 14.1.

According to an embodiment of the invention the pressure
in the second tank arrangement 14.2 can be controlled so that
in the first mode of operation its pressure is increased by
generating more gaseous LNG in the first tank arrangement
14.1 using the first heat exchanger unit 32, and setting valve
26 in the gas line 20 between the first heat exchanger unit 32
and second tank arrangement 14.2 in open position. This
opens the connection between the gas space of the second
tank arrangement to the first heat exchanger unit 32 and
causes the pressure increase in the second tank arrangement.
In a second mode of operation the pressure in the second tank
arrangement 14.2 can be adjusted lower. This is accomplished
by circulating liquid LNG by the pump or pumps 18.2 into the
spraying device 38 provided in the second tank arrangement
12.2 and spraying the liquefied gas into the ullage space,
which causes the gas to cool down decreasing the pressure in
the second tank arrangement 14.2.

The first and the second tank arrangements 14.1,14.2 are in
connection with each other via a gas line 20 which extends
from an outlet 22 in the top section of the first tank arrange-
ment 14.1 and from an outlet 24 in the top section of the
second tank arrangement 14.2 to the fuel feed line 16.

According to the invention both the first and the second
tank arrangement are arranged to withhold the required gas
feed pressure of the piston engine. The liquefied natural gas
occupies about 600 times less space than gas in its gaseous
state, making it a practical fuel for piston engines particularly
in marine vessels. Preferably the first and the second tank
arrangement are arranged to withhold at least a 0.5 MPa
pressure so that gaseous gas may be fed directly to the engines
12 even without using a compressors in the gas feed line 20.

The fuel feeding system comprises a fuel feed line 16 for
gaseous gas connected at its first end to at least one piston
engine 12 or other gas consumption unit like a gas burner
boilers 12'. At least one other gas consumption unit must be
provided in order to be able to dispose any excessive gas in all
circumstances.

The fuel feed line 16 is also selectively connectable with
the first tank arrangement 14.1 and the second tank arrange-
ment 14.2 by the gas line 20. There is a branch gas line 20'
which is provided with a control valve 28. In order to provide
the functionality of the fuel feed line 16 being selectively
connectable, the gas line 20 is also provided with a control
valve 26 upstream the branch gas line 20'. The gas line 20 is
provided with a second heat exchanger unit 30 to which also
the fuel feed line 16 is connected.

The fuel feeding system comprises a pressure build-up
system 34 in connection with the first tank arrangement 14.1.
The pressure build-up system comprises a first heat
exchanger unit 32 the inlet of which is connected to a bottom
section of the first tank arrangement 14.1 the outlet of which
is connectable to the top section of the first tank arrangement
14.1 and/or to the gas line 20 upstream the second heat
exchanger unit 30. The pressure build-up system forms a
circulation system extending from the bottom section of the
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first tank arrangement to the upper section of the first tank
arrangement and being provided with the first heat exchanger
unit 32.

The pressure build-up system is used for regulating the
pressure in the first tank arrangement to be within a predeter-
mined range.

The second heat exchanger unit 30 and the first heat
exchanger unit 32 are connected to a heat transtfer system 36
which provides heat to the second heat exchanger unit 30 and
the first heat exchanger unit 32 in order to evaporate liquefied
gas and/or heat gaseous gas.

During the operation of the system after it has been filled
properly through its filling system 40, boil of gas is generated
in the second tank arrangement 14.2. The valve 26 in the gas
line 20 is open and gaseous gas may flow into the fuel feed
line 16 after heating in the second exchanger unit 30 provided
that the pressure in the second tank system is high enough for
the engines. In case the gas demand of the engines 12 is higher
than the current supply via gas line 20 the valve 28 is opened
and additional gas is led from the first tank arrangement 14.1
to the fuel supply line 16. The required amount of gaseous gas
may be generated from the liquefied gas in the first tank
arrangement 14.1 by means of the pressure build-up system
34.

Thus the fuel feeding system is operated according to an
embodiment of the invention in steady-state conditions so
that a first gas flow rate is generated in the first tank arrange-
ment 14.1 by operating the pressure build-up system while a
second gas flow rate is generated in the second tank arrange-
ment by means of natural evaporation and/or forced evapo-
ration. The pressure build-up system 34 is operated so that in
the case of the actual demand of the gas flow rate of the
engines increases above the second gas flow rate ofthe second
tank arrangement the pressure build-up system in the first
tank arrangement 14.1 is operated to increase the gas flow rate
required to meet the demand of the gas flow rate.

Additionally the system includes a liquefied gas channel 21
which connects the bottom section of the first tank arrange-
ment 14.1 directly to a location upstream the second heat
exchanger unit 30 which makes it possible to operate the
system so that forced boil of gas is generated in the second
heat exchanger unit 30 e.g. in case the capacity of the pressure
build-up system is not enough to fulfil the demand.

Depending on the selected mode of operation of the fuel
feeding system, gaseous gas may be fed to the piston engine
by making use of less than one gas compressors in the gaseous
fuel feed line 16 i.e. at least in normal operation no gas
compressors are needed.

If the design pressure of the second tank arrangement is
lower than the pressure needed for the engines 12 and the gas
users 12' the pressure of the LNG may be increased to the
required level when transterred with the pump or pumps 8.2.
into the first tank arrangement 14.1.

The system is also provided with a pressure relief system
42 for preventing a generation of excessive pressure in the
system.

Itis to be noted that only a few most advantageous embodi-
ments of the invention have been described in the above.
Thus, it is clear that the invention is not limited to the above-
described embodiments, but may be applied in many ways
within the scope of the appended claims. The features dis-
closed in connection with various embodiments can also be
used in connection with other embodiments within the inven-
tive scope and/or different assemblies can be combined from
the disclosed features, should it be desired and should it be
technically feasible.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A fuel feeding system for storing liquefied gas and
feeding gaseous fuel to be used in a piston engine, which fuel
feeding system comprises:

at least two cryogenic fuel tank arrangements comprising a

first tank arrangement and a second tank arrangement in
connection with each other;

a gaseous fuel feed line connected at a first end thereof to at

least one piston engine;

the first tank arrangement provided with a pressure build-

up system comprising a first heat exchanger unit, the
inlet of said first heat exchange unit connected to a
bottom section of the first tank arrangement, the outlet of
said first heat exchange unit connectable to a top section
of' the first tank arrangement,

the first tank arrangement and the second tank arrangement

both being pressure vessels, and the first tank arrange-
ment is selectively connectable to the gaseous fuel feed
line by a gas line extending from an outlet in the top
section of the first tank arrangement,
wherein the second tank arrangement is connected from an
outlet in a bottom section of the second tank arrangement to
the first tank arrangement so that liquefied gas may be selec-
tively brought into the bottom section of the first tank arrange-
ment or into an ullage space of the first tank arrangement via
a spraying device arranged into an upper part of the first tank
arrangement, and
the first and the second tank arrangements in connection
with each other via a gas line which extends from an
outlet in the top section of the first tank arrangement and
from an outlet in a top section of the second tank
arrangement to the gaseous fuel feed line to provide
selectively connectable gas flow from the first and the
second tank arrangements to the gaseous fuel feed line.

2. A fuel feeding system according to claim 1, wherein the
second tank arrangement is selectively connectable from an
outlet in the top section of the second tank arrangement to the
fuel feed line.

3. A fuel feeding system according to claim 1, wherein the
first tank arrangement and the second tank arrangement are
arranged to withhold at least the required gas feed pressure of
the piston engine.

4. A fuel feeding system according to claim 1, wherein the
required gas feed pressure of the piston engine is arranged to
build up solely by means of natural and/or forced evaporation
of the liquefied gas.

5. A fuel feeding system according to claim 1, wherein the
fuel feed line is connectable to the top section of the first tank
arrangement, and a second heat exchanger unit is adapted for
heating the gas prior to feeding the gas to the piston engine.

6. A fuel feeding system according to claim 1, wherein the
gaseous fuel feed line connected at its first end to at least one
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piston engine is at its second end connectable with the top
section of the first tank arrangement, and with the top section
of'the second tank arrangement and with the outlet of the first
heat exchanger unit.

7. A method of operating a fuel feeding system, the method
comprising;

storing fuel in at least two cryogenic fuel tank arrange-

ments comprising a first tank arrangement and a second
tank arrangement arranged in connection with each
other,

feeding fuel in gaseous form through a gaseous fuel feed

line to at least one piston engine, and

while feeding the fuel to said at least one piston engine
maintaining a pressure in the first tank arrangement
with a pressure build-up system comprising a first
heat exchanger unit the inlet of which is connected to
a bottom section of the first tank arrangement and the
outlet of which is connected to the top section of the
first tank arrangement, and

operating the fuel feeding system so that a required gas
feed pressure of the piston engine is maintained in the
second tank arrangement, and

in the case of the demand of the gas flow rate increases
above the supply gas flow rate of the second tank
arrangement, operating the pressure build-up system
in the first tank arrangement so that the gas flow rate
required to meet the demand of the gas flow rate is
generated in the first tank arrangement.

8. A method of operating a fuel feeding system according
to claim 7, wherein the gas is heated prior to feeding the gas
to the piston engine.

9. A method of operating a fuel feeding system according
to claim 7, wherein liquefied gas is conveyed from the second
tank arrangement to the first tank arrangement at least in the
amount of to meet at least the gas flow rate generated in the
first tank arrangement.

10. A method of operating a fuel feeding system according
to claim 7, wherein the required gas feed pressure of the
piston engine builds up solely by means of natural and/or
forced evaporation of the liquefied gas.

11. A method of operating a fuel feeding system according
to claim 7, wherein the pressure in the second tank arrange-
ment controlled so that the pressure in the second tank
arrangement is preferably at least 0.5 bar higher than in the
first tank arrangement.

12. A method of operating a fuel feeding system according
to claim 7, wherein a first gas flow rate is generated in the first
tank arrangement by operating the pressure build-up system
while a second gas flow rate is generated in the second tank
arrangement by means of natural evaporation and/or forced
evaporation.



